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culminated in Lord Dalhousie's annexation of
Oudh, against treaty obligations, and on grounds
that would equally have justified the Czar in seizing
on Constantinople. And the extension of our sway
had become associated with the suspicion of designs
against the religion of the people. It had been
part of the policy pursued by the East India Com-
pany in the eighteenth century strictly to forbid
any approach to Christian proselytism among the
Hindoos. But the Evangelical movement, mani-
fested among other forms by a vast increase of
missionary activity, had led first to the establish-
ment of an ecclesiastical organisation to meet the
spiritual needs of the civil and military establish-
ment, and then to direct efforts, in which even
some officers took part, to spread Christianity
among the natives.

Matters came to a crisis when, by an act of stupid
official negligence, cartridges were served out to
the Sepoys, greased with a mixture of cow's and
swine's fat. Before using the cartridges, their
ends had to be bitten off. Now, for a Hindoo to
put either cow's or swine's fat into his mouth
involved loss of caste in the present life, and
eternal damnation in the life to come; while defile-
ment with pig's fat alone would render a Moham-
medan liable to no less serious penalties. A
rumour spread and obtained universal credence
that the greased cartridges were designed for the
express purpose of destroying the soldiers' caste,
and compelling them to embrace Christianity. It
would have been difficult to disabuse the Sepoys
of this belief without having recourse to argu-
ments which might have been turned with fatal